
birds for release back into the 
wild. Whenever the Village’s 
animal control unit comes across 
an injured bird, they take it to 
Mikal. The spring is an especially 
busy time for her, as many baby 
birds fall out of the nest or are 
somehow orphaned. If she has to 
run out of her house for a bit, for 
a meeting or an errand, she’ll 

often just bring the babies 
she’s caring for with her 
since they need constant 
care.   Mikal will spend the 
next few weeks visiting 
Cottonwood with her 
educational birds. This past 
week, students got to meet 
Leftie, a screech owl unable 
to live in the wild on his 
own due to injuries or 
disease. If you come across 
a baby bird on the ground, 
Mikal told the students, it 
won’t be able to make it on 
its own, so try to find which 
nest it may have come from 
and put it back. Contrary to 
popular belief, the bird 

parents won’t reject the baby 
even with human scent on it. If 
you can’t find its nest, keep the 
bird warm, don’t try to feed it, 
and call Mikal (505-897-0439). 
She’ll take care of it and release it 
when it’s ready.   There’s nothing 
quite like staring straight into an 
owl’s eyes, and the children were 
enthralled. As if on queue, Leftie 
quietly and effortlessly turned his 
head almost completely around 
to take in the whole 
class. Students were still asking 
questions as Mikal had to pack up 
and go. So much to learn and 
take in. So much life abounds 
around our beautiful campus and 

in our wondrous school.   

"And Spring arose on the 
garden fair, Like the Spirit of 
Love felt everywhere; And each 
flower and herb on Earth's dark 
breast 
rose from the dreams of its 
wintry rest." ~Percy Bysshe 

Shelley, The Sensitive Plant 

A beautiful thing about being in 
Corrales is how you can 
mark the seasons by which 
birds are around, how they 
move, how they sound. In 
the fall of the year, the 
crows and ravens and black 
birds descend in large 
gatherings. They take over 
certain trees in the bosque, 
filling every branch, cawing, 
rattling and clicking, then 
rise and move on to the 
next. They take possession 
of the fields, and of your 
imagination. By late winter, 
their bands dissipate as we 
move into early spring. The 
cranes and Canada geese 
have moved north, taking 
with them the winter gray. 
As our acequias once more fill 
with water for fields and 
orchards, the pheasants and 
quail start darting out of the 
bushes as they build nests. 
Great horned owls call out to 
one another. The cottonwoods 
fill with color: the sky-blue 
bodies of the western and 
mountain blue birds; the blazing 
western tanager, with its bright, 
Crayola-red face giving way to 
the yellow of its nape; the bold, 
black hood of the spotted 
towhee poking out from under 
the dried leaves. As we’re fully 
immersed now in spring, 
students in the Environmental 

Ed classes are moving outside 
and taking a look at the birds. 
Bird-watching isn’t just about 
watching birds, after all. It’s 
about observing and 
understanding the habitat in 
which they live, if and how it’s 
changing, and how to help care 
for it. Students will learn how 
to use the dichotomous key, a 

vital tool in science for intently 
observing and identifying items 
in the natural world. They will 
have the chance to make direct 
observations in the field by 
visiting the bosque later this 
spring.  The Senior Elementary 
students will also participate in 
a hands-on, collective effort to 
design and work out the 
mechanics and logistics for 
installing solar bird baths on 
campus. We started our unit 
this past week with a visit from 
Mikal Deese of the local non-
profit Wing and a 
Prayer.  Mikal is Corrales’ “bird 
lady.”  She has dedicated her 
life to rehabilitating injured 

Marking the Seasons in Birds by Stacia Spragg-Braude  

April 2019 Cottonwood School News 

COTTON TALES 
"Life is made of moments, small pieces of glittering mica in a long stretch of 

gray cement. It would be wonderful if they came to us unsummoned, but 
particularly in lives as busy as the ones most of us lead now, that won't 
happen. We have to teach ourselves how to live, really live...to love the 

journey, not the destination.". ~Anna Quindlan 

The  
Cottonwood  
Advantage! 
 
Our school has… 
  
*a 7 hour school day 

*two teachers per class 

*a 7 acre campus 

*an apple orchard  

*CHICKENS! 

*access to the river 

*a working greenhouse 

*weekly enrichment 

classes  

*visual & performing arts  

*community service  
 
*student accolades from 

all the middle schools 

 
OUR SCHOOL IS 

ONE OF A KIND! 



Welcome Back Toddler 
Families! I hope your break 
was restful, relaxing and full 
of new memories. Spring 
has sprung and change is in 
the air. Everything is 
budding, sprouting and 
bustling with growth. Not 
just outside but in our 
classroom as well! The 
children returned to school 
looking a little taller and 
wiser. This is my favorite 
time of year for that very 
reason. Toddlers make a 
miraculous transition in the 
springtime. All the hard 
work, repetition, lessons and 

yes even tears are what get 
us to this glorious stage of 
development. They become 
more verbal, independent, 
determined and conscience 
of the world around them. 
Between their home life and 
the work they do at 
school we are well 
on our way to 
becoming 
preschoolers. Dry 
your eyes, it’s 
okay. Take a deep 
breath and enjoy 
the gift of your 
growing children. 
It is a beautiful 

ride.  

Until next month enjoy this 
blissful weather, take a 
moment to enjoy the simple 
pleasures in life and let’s 
share our bliss with those all 
around us. 

Ms. Pam’s Toddler Class 

Early Childhood Classes 
soft jelly eggs, go through 
a complete 
metamorphosis, be thin 
skinned (slimy) and be 
cold blooded. Amphibians 
include, frogs, toads, 
Salamanders and Newts. 
Fascinating!! 
 
April brings awareness of 
our beautiful planet and 
how to keep it green and 
clean. We will be planning 
some recycling projects 
and thinking of new ways 
to love our Mother Earth. 
 
Our favorite spring song 
by Sanford Jones: 
 
Robin in a pine tree 
Sings a merry tune 
Crocus on the hillside, 
Tulips coming soon. 
Robin sings of sunshine 
Winter time is past 
Time to build a nest 
Spring is her at last! 
Enjoy the beautiful 
season! 

Spring has sprung and 
with it we see so much 
growth in the children. 
The enthusiasm is 
contagious as the children 
take on new challenges 
and revisit old favorites. 
In the classroom the older 
children are showing their 
readiness to teach and to 
get ready for the next 
stage of their 
development. It is an 
exciting time indeed! 
Hard to believe how fast 
the days are going by… 
 
We have been studying 
amphibians in the class. 
The children are learning 
that Amphibian literally 
means double life. They 
go through a complete 
metamorphosis-changing 
from egg to larva ( where 
as tadpoles they live in 
water and breathe through 
gills) to adult (where they 
live on land and breathe 
through lungs and skin) 
To be an amphibian, an 
animal must be a 
vertebrate, hatch from 
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Spring is a magical season 
and the children are 
fascinated by the many 
signs of growth and new 
life that are developing 
around them each day. 
This month, we will work 
on identifying and naming 
the many flowers, trees, 
and birds that grace our 
beautiful campus. We will 
sprout bean seeds to 
observe the life cycle of a 
plant, as well as learn 
about the parts of a plant 
and their functions. We 
will also learn about the 

life cycle of a butterfly and 
later this month we will get 
some very special guests; 
our very own caterpillars! 
The children will observe 
and document the 
incredible metamorphosis 
from caterpillar to butterfly 
and will (hopefully!) get to 
release the Painted Lady 
butterflies in early May. 

Ms. Amy’s Transition Class (2.5-3.5 years)  

P.E. with Ms. Kellie 
Abracadabra is shouted. 
The joy and laughter on 
their faces during this 
game is 
heartwarming.  
The senior elementary 
concluded their tennis 
unit with a trip to the 
Corrales Rec Center 
tennis courts. The 
practiced their 
forehand, backhand, 
and volley hits while 
learning how to serve 
the tennis ball as well. 
They were so engaged 
in this unit and 
watching their hand-
eye coordination 
improve quickly was 
rewarding. They are 
now one week into 
their lacrosse unit and 
working hard on their 
teams to improve their 
skills and work together. 
The junior elementary 
classes had their archery 
tournament and showed 
great courage in 
demonstrating their skills. 
The growth I witnessed 
over the duration of this 

unit was inspiring and 
impressive. Watching the 
confidence and bravery 

they demonstrated in this 
unit touched me. They are 
eager to begin their 
lacrosse unit upon 
returning from Spring 
Break, and so am I! 

Physical Education: 
Tossing and catching 
slow moving objects 
including scarves and 
balloons has been the 
focus of our work in early 
childhood PE. These 

materials give the 
children more 
time to develop 
their hand-eye 
coordination as 
they practice new 
skills. Tossing the 
scarves and 
catching them 
with different 
parts of their 
bodies has been a 
fun challenge that 
the children 
particularly 
enjoy. (Hands, 
elbows, knees, 
feet, thumbs, 
heads, backs, 

etc...) We also use the 
scarves to perform a 
"magic trick" in a game 
called Abracadabra where 
the students hide the scarf 
in their hands and make it 
appear when the word 
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Dr. Montessori wrote about how “the 
closed school can no longer be 
sufficient” for students once they 
have hit the upper plane of 
development. They need to get out, 
explore, and experience all that you 
are trying to teach them. That is 
something we try to provide for our 
Senior Elementary students. We 
started the year with an overnight  
camping trip in Santa Fe, followed 
by a beautiful hike through Kasha-
Katuwe Tent Rocks National 
Monument. Next, many students 
shopped for, baked and attended the 
judging for the New Mexico State 
Fair baking competition. Following 
that was a trip to the chili farm to 
pick the chili’s we would use to 
make ristras to sell at the Fall 
Festival. Then, in conjunction with 
our lessons in astronomy, a trip to 
the New Mexico History Museum 

allowed for us to view the stars in 
the planetarium, work with 
telescopes, and experience a 
moving replica of the Mars Rover! 
Before the break, we learned about 
ground water and the water cycle 
through a presentation by the New 
Mexico Environment Department at 
a tour of the Water Reclamation 
plant. The very next day, we were 
invited to sit in on a session of 
legislature at the state capitol 
followed by a tour and a meeting 
with the governor! I don’t know if 
any textbook or lesson on the water 
cycle or the checks and balances of 
government I provided in the 
classroom could ever top those 
experiences.  
Moving through to the end of the 
year, we will also be taking to trip 
to Explora where we will dissect 
foods into their macronutrient 

chess and learning more about 
the game. With the beautiful 
spring weather in full bloom, 
the students are choosing to 
play outside more and more. 
Walking the labyrinth, 
climbing trees, building forts, 
and playing on the dirt mound 
are the top choices of outdoor 
activity right now. We are 
quickly filling up our kindness 
jar with gems from kindness 
acts that are demonstrated 
during after cool. Students 
frequently nominate their peers 
for compromising during 
games, helping each other 

Congratulations to the chess 
club who competed in their 
final chess tournament of the 
year and placed 14th! Our 
chess team has been working 
hard every week with Ms. 
Daniela to learn the rules of the 
game and different strategies 
involved. This has been our 
largest turnout of chess club 
members, and what a testament 
that is to Ms. Daniela and the 
wonderful way in which she 
works with our students! There 
will still be chess club every 
Thursday from 4-5:30 for 
anyone interested in playing 

The Senior Elementary Class  

The AFTERCOOL Program (6-12 years) 

The Junior Elementary Classes 

journey through Europe and 
into the countries of South 
East Asia. We then took a 
break to adjust our clocks 
and spring forward into our 
mid year break. But all was 
not quiet while we were 
away. In fact, the Junior 
Elementary classrooms had 
quite a transformation over 
the vacation. The installation 
of our long awaited, custom 
classroom lofts has been an 
exciting addition to both 
classrooms. This beautiful 
new construction stirred up 

some other rearranging and 
spring cleaning. So, after 
some much needed rest and 
time away, we return for 
the final stretch with a 
fresh environment and new 
places to explore. We look 
forward to making good 
use of our new space as we 
push forward along the 
Silk Road these next 10 
weeks. Our return to Silk 
Road studies has us 
traveling through the rich 
and storied culture of India. 
There is so much to learn 

Spring has sprung at 
Cottonwood School! March 
was a month of rest, 
rejuvenation, and construction 
for our community. We 
kicked off the month with a 
Ties and Tutus celebration, 
followed by the always 
entertaining Cottonwood 
Follies Talent Show. The 
Junior Elementary classes 
continued their travel on the 
Silk Road by extending 
cultural learning about China, 
and mapping out the many 
miles that make up the 
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compositions to help us learn about 
nutrition, go inside of a Native 
American kiva at the Coronado 
National monument, and work as a 
class to plan one more “going out” 
trip organized solely by the 
students, to end our wonderful, 
adventurous year. To read more, 

carry their materials 
from the field to 
aftercool, giving their 
peers their cushy chairs 
during circle time, or 
helping a friend in 
need. Seeing these 
small but important 
acts noticed and 
acknowledged is 
heartwarming. I am 
sure that by May our 
kindness jar will be 
overflowing with gems 
from all the acts of 
kindness that we have 
witnessed! 

check out the school blog.https://
cottonwoodmontessorischool.blogsp
ot.com/2019/03/going-out-activities
-and-experiences-in.html 
 

about the world’s most 
populous democracy, so we 
say, "Namaste" as we delve 
into the unique history, 
geography and culture of 
this amazing country.                     



Hello everyone! 
April arrived 
with trees 
bursting with 
blooms, and 
flowers poking 
out of the 
ground. We 
hope you all had 

a restful spring break. This 
month we will be making 
fingerprint dandelions, 
playing bug in a jug, and 
singing “The Itsy Bitsy 
Spider”. We will be studying 
weather in the second week, 
as Spring brings lots of rain, 
wind, and sunshine. We will 

act out “Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs”, and 
the children will be creating 
their very own raindrop sun 
catchers. During week three, 
we will be creating paper 
towel roll bunny stamps and 
singing to “Ten Little 
Bunnies”, as well as playing 

an Easter egg matching game. 
We would also like to welcome 
our new friends Christina and 
Ana Che, who are from Dalian, 
China, to our Aftercare program! 
We are delighted to have you. 
Parents: don’t forget to send 
your child to school with a water 
bottle, sunscreen and a hat. I 

assure you, it’s not 
too early to use 
protection from the 
warm spring sun. 
Until next 
month...see you in 
the afternoon! 

constant monitoring for varroa 
mites, and intense herbal 
treatment if the mite count is too 
high. Mites, like weeds, are 
managed, not eradicated. Bees 
also contend with wax moths, 
tracheal mites, cold, wind, 
robber bees, contaminated pollen 
and even predator songbirds that 
feed on honey bees (scarlet 
tanagers…I’ve watched them!) 
We are grateful for their 
emergence and for all our little 
insect friends and foes.  
This month we will be planting 
the usual early crops: lettuce, 
peas, kale, collards, bak choi, 
parsley, arugula, beets; and we 

What a joy to see the children return 
to the intense verdant explosion we 
call spring! The new tree is so 
lovely. Thank you so much to 
everyone who made a contribution; 
this will provide many generations 
to come increasingly more shade, 
beauty, insect and bird habitat and 
bee forage. We also planted 
honeysuckle in the new pollinator 
garden just east of the brick house. 
Grapes for the new arbor and a fruit 
tree are coming soon!  
The bees survived the winter, which 
is another cause for celebration! 
With so many environmental hurdles 
even in pristine Corrales, it’s a huge 
relief to see them out. They need 

have started many others inside. 
Our focus of study is around birds. 
We have our own Mikal Deese, 
renowned bird rehabilitator and 
expert, coming each week to 
showcase a different bird for the Jr. 
and Sr. Elementary students. Sr. El 
will be building two solar 
birdbaths, since what bird or 
human can resist the sound of 
flowing water? Sr. El will host a 
visiting class for an Earth Day 
celebration on April 26th and Jr. El 
will be the recipients of their 
rehearsal of events on April 24th. 

The AFTERCARE Program (2-6 years) by Cyndie Roy 

Environmental Ed Program by Becky Pierce 

Drama Program by Kir and Lisa 
imagination. They are 
learning pantomime and the 
ability to create and see a 
whole world around them 
using only their imagination 
with story theater and play.  
The Junior El Drama students 
have worked so hard to create 
their fish tale puppet shows. 
They designed and learned 
about sets, by creating their 
personality themed tank 
backdrops. They invented and 
handcrafted their fish puppet 
characters. Now they are 
completing their scripts and 
we will soon be ready to film 

their mini puppet shows. 
Then they will dive into 
rehearsals for our big spring 
musical, ‘Dig It’. The Senior 
El musical about ancient 
civilizations performs the 
night of May 1st, at the 
African American Cultural 
Center at the Fair Grounds. 
Be on the lookout for 
permission slips for dress 
rehearsal at the theater on 
April 30th. We can’t wait!!!!! 

The Early Childhood Drama 
is diving into the world of 
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At the beginning of March, 
we celebrated our wonderful 
staff here at Cottonwood 
School with the Teacher 
Appreciation luncheon. We 
are so appreciative of the 
faculty here. Everyone goes 
above and beyond to help 
make this school the special 
place that it is. As parents, 
we appreciate the hard work 
all of the staff puts in 
everyday. Our children are 
happy to come to school and 
enjoy learning and that is 
because of this wonderful 
staff of teachers. You guys 
and gals rock! Thank you! 

I would also like to thank the 
parents who helped out by 
donating wine, gift cards and 
your time to set up and clean 
up the event. The parents at 
this school amaze me with 
their generosity and kindness, 
so a big thank you to all the 
parents!! 
Finally, we are going to 
launch a virtual store which 
will sell shirts, bumper 
stickers, etc. with 
the Cottonwood School logo 
on it. This is a good way to 
represent and show your 
school spirit without us 
having to keep an inventory. 

From the CSPA Communication Chair... 

Music by Christine Smith 
classified three instruments 
(shakers, scrapers, and skins) 
while playing along with 
Mama Don’t Allow, 
accompanied on the ukulele 
by Ms. Christine. Some 
student even volunteered to 
sing it by themselves. Next up 
is train songs and learning 
about the Rail Runner. 
  
Jr. and Sr. El are hard at work 
connecting the choreography 
and lyrics to our upcoming 
Dig It musical.  They have 
identified the meaning of 
some of the lyrics to include 
Parthenon, Saratoga, toga, 
hieroglyphics, sarcophagus, 
baklava, Acropolis, just to 
name a few.  We enter the 
music room with a high 
energy song and dance like 
UpTown Funk Kids or the 
Fox Song.  Then they are 
challenged to transition to an 
Actor’s Toolbox calming 
activity to focus 
them.  Switching gears from 
high energy to calm and 
focused is a skill they will 
need to be successful 
performers for the 
show.  Mark your calendars! 

 MAY 1ST IS  

DIG IT!!!! In like a lion and out like a lamb, 
March has arrived with beautiful 
spring weather.  Here are some 
music highlights from the end of 
February through the beginning 
of March: 
  
Toddlers have learned how to sit 
on their yellow dash and choose 
instruments using safe 
bodies.  They have played tree 
sticks to some fun music and are 
learning how to keep a 
beat.  The parachute to the song 
Skip to My Lou has turned out to 
be a favorite and brings smiles to 
their faces. We will be starting 
train and frog songs after Spring 
Break.  They will have some 
new songs to add to their 
repertoire for walking in a line 
(Engine Engine and Little Red 
Caboose). 
  
Early Childhood students are 
learning about the state and 
country they live in through 
songs.  This Land is Your Land 
is their first patriotic song this 
year.  We traveled from New 
Mexico with Dame Cinco to 
Louisiana with Bo Wo Ones and 
a story called Mama Don’t 
Allow.  Duke the Dog has 
helped them with their story time 
listening skills. They have 
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Look for the virtual store to 
launch in late April and then 
buy some t-shirt’s and wear 
them to the end of year picnic 
(which will be here before we 
know it) on the last day of 
school! Your CSPA is 
working hard to plan  another 
wonderful end of year 
celebration!!!  
Thank you for all you do and 
if you are interested in 
joining The CSPA talk to 
anyone on the board or Trish 
about it! We are always 
looking for new people with 
new ideas and any help is 
appreciated. Whether it’s a 

one time project, at-home-
support, or an advisory 
committee, we have 
something for everyone! 
 
Thanks, as always... 
Jennifer McDaniel 
Communications, CSPA 



3896 Corrales Road 
Corrales, New Mexico  87048 

505-897-8375 
 
 

Did you know that one of the easiest ways 

to give to the school is to  

buy gift cards or  

order gift cards with your reward points? 

 

At present we are asking for gift cards 

from AMAZON 
so that we can use them to purchase items 
which would support programs, repairs and 
the purchase of equipment and materials 

throughout the school. 

graphite drawing. The Junior 
Elementary classes soared to 
new heights while applying 
scratching and cloud 
techniques to their watercolor 
skies. The Senior Elementary 
went really DEEP while 
exploring the parts of the 
shadow using vine and 
compressed charcoal and 
kneaded erasers among other 
lessons. 
  
Starting in March and going 
forward into April, the Early 
Childhood and Junior 
Elementary classes have been 
working in clay making 
yunomi, small traditional 
Japanese tea cups, and learning 
about the artistic and life 
concept of Wabi-sabi, or the 
concept of beauty in  
imperfection.  
 
Our 5th graders are practicing 
sculpting techniques, ala 
Michelangelo, by carving into 
blocks of clay and releasing 
the sculpture within. These 
pieces will then be decorated 
with colored slips and fired 
once they are dry.  
 
Finally, our 4th graders are 
participating in our yearly 

This has been a wonderful 
semester so far! Our early 
childhood students have been 
exploring color and color-
mixing through a variety of 
media using traditional and 
nontraditional art techniques. 
From blending watercolors 
with lemon juice with Ms. 
Tessa to blending soft French 
pastels on black paper (talk 
about vibrant!) our littlest 
artists had the opportunity to 
create beauty while also 
exploring the science behind 
art! 
 
The elementary programs 
spent the first half of the 
semester leveling up their 
drawing and painting skills. 
One student said to me when 
we started this unit, "Uh, Ms. 
Tricia, we all know how to 
use water color!" But when 
you are an artist you can 
always take your work deeper, 
further, and higher, no matter 
what you already know! 
Starting when we came back 
from winter break, we got to 
work learning new techniques 
and learning how to take the 
techniques we already know 
to the next level in both 
watercolor painting and 

collaboration with the Corrales 
Art Studio Tour, which will take 
place the first weekend of May 
throughout the village. This is 
an annual event, and our 4th 
grade artists are making 
beautiful painted kites with local 
artists Cathy Veblen and Paul 
Tenoso. These are working 
pieces of art, which will be 
displayed in the children's 
exhibit in the preview gallery 
during the official reception on 
Thursday, May 2nd. 

Art Program by Tricia Larese 
www.cottonwoodschool.o

rg 
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Our Mission 

Our mission is to 
encourage the  

potential of each 
child through an 
interdisciplinary 

curriculum which 
cultivates  

intellectual 
achievement,  

artistic abilities 
and creative  
reasoning in  

accordance with 
Montessori   
philosophy. 


